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Mr. Jon and Mrs. Hl Ls. 


IT #s at your requeſt that the following 

DxscouRsE Ws firſt preach'd, and 
not appears in publick. The occaſion 
of it, the death of ſo deſirable a ſon, i 
very melancholy. I ſhall not (as it uſual) 
mention every circumſtance which might 
aggravate your loſs : a method, in my ſen- 


timent, no way prudent ; ſince hereby the 


Paſſion of ſerraw (which, as well as other 
affettions, thriſtians ought to regulate) riſes 


too high, becomes immoderate ; and 
your grief, T am ſure, needs no ſuch height- 
enmgs. | 


TT is with pleaſure that I foe you bear 
/0 elf re nt * with al ** 
and in a manner ſo becoming the profeſſion 
of the chriſtian religion. Ton that 
Jour heavenly Father does every thing in 
wiſe goodneſs. We are not capable in- 
deed of ſeeing into the reaſons of his con- 
duct ; and no wonder, when we w_— 
244597 | att 
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HE deſign: of this. let ro 
ew ws the force that each 
| object of our-puriuit has to.ren- 
der us happy It is compos d 
by one, who wanted not skill to make juſt 
remarks, and had in bis power every, <lt- 
une. to fit him for it; Who was! re- 
markable for wiſdom, a great and powerful 
over a rich and flouriſhing people, in a 
flnce'of, publick peace, and reſolvd to uſe 
the utmaſt variety of tryals in che enquiry 
On theſe accounts it cannot but appear high 
ly reaſonable, that perſons of every age 
(whether yqung or old) ſhould carefully: re- 
gard hat ſuch an ous may "gen to 0 rious 
ne QUIT len 
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* Ver. 9. 


917 
in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer thee 
the days of ti houth, and walk in the 
Ff thy heart, and in the ſight of thine 
ches; but know thou, that for all theſe 
things God: will bring thee into; judgment. 
Which words are * 5 of being explain d, 
either as en on under the ee of 
a firm perſuaſion that there will be a future 
1 which interpretation the ſco 
of the place, the greek tranſlation, and the 
phraſes rejoite and let thy art-cheer thee 
the days of thy youth *, to favour : 
or as a fine piece of raillery, to which the 
expteſſions walk in the ways of thy. 6 
and in the ſight of thine es, incline, ſince 
they are Seneselly us'd in a bad ſenſe. 
Which ſoever of theſe two meanings be 
the juſteſt, it is undeniably clear, that the 
vile man intends to reduce to proper bounds 
the Pleaſures of ſenſe, which youth are 
moſt ſtr diſpos d to, and peculiarly 
fited for, by a conſideration of the ſtrict 
account we muſt all give to God of our be- 
haviour. Therefore remove ſorrow from 
thy heart f. Suppr oſs fiercencſs, rage, ſad- 
neſs, fretting, — vexation (when any 
thing croſſes thee) with all ſuch like per- 
-tarbarions of mind, to which, -thro the 
has a5 * blood, thou art — ex- 


n 
pos d. Aud put auuay evil from, thyfleſh: 


let no impure deſires, which are ſtrong in 
that age, ſtay with thee. For childhood 
and youth are vanity. For the firſt dawmof 
life, by carly and unexperienc'd pleaſures. of 
this World, is liable to great /bazards, and 
(if they are eſcap d). preſently paſſes a- 
way, and vaniſhes: Nees remenees hy. 
Se. 2 264% gn 
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member now, immediately and without 
delay: for tho that is our duty, and high- 
y reaſonable; yet ſuch a fenſe ſuits not 
the original.. By gemembring Gad om qur 
Creator, we may underſtand the whole of 
a religious life, ſince 'tis uſual in ſcripture 
to beten religion by ſome main pr inci- 
e, gor eminent part of it. Thus the knows 
dge, fear; love of God, and truſt in him, 
are us d to expreſs our whole duty ʒ ; and 
that remembring our Creator in the text, 
is to be underſtood in the ſame manner, ap- 
peats-probable; ſince the oppoſite to it is 
us d to deſcribe the irreligious and wicked. 
Wart the paths of all that forget God f. 
The wicked ſhall be turm d into hell, and 
all the nations that forget God f. The 
' wicked. thro the pride M his countenance 
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N EE u thy Oreaped 55 „K | 
of thy, youth in thy early and — 4 
| * When thy fpirits arè moſt- av 40 
vigotous; when religious exerciſes 
moſt eaſy, and attended with the higheſt 
ſatisfaction ; not deferring this remembiance 
till old age come upon thee, when thy life 
will became '# burden,” and thy dn" 
Aa Jhall be mu 1 
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iI g al ue yen "A Mew view of 
Religion,” or Gebe the whole of 2 f. 


0 lte. Which is here recommended 
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g che whole of our duty by remembring 
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III. 1 SHALL mabeir 
perſons are oblig d to Re igi 
the time of youth is the fitteſt: 
oper to engage in 4 religig 
feet or which TIE ng to eme 
ber our Creator. And then, ile „od x 01 
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iin 315 L391 DAS Hr 11 5 
JL 18 44 I endeavour to e you 
2 ſhort view of religion, or deſcribe the 


whole of a . life, recommended to 

us here by -the expreſſion of 7emembring 
our: Creator. 3 i117 5th * 3402 1 
10 4 : 


5 To fertle. righ - notions of 9 gay 
duty, tis neceſſary to confi, our mas, 
the relation we ſtand in to other beings 
round us; and the e ar wherein 0 
de N- 725 50 25 
0 E Gr 3 we aro a with; powers 
of _— ideas, and comparing them one 
with another, of determining and acting, 


and fo are free; or in other words, that 
we are intelligent, capable of ſceing the 
reaſon and proportion of things, and of 
oY conſit e, therewith, or the con- 
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trary. be Fe are fitted to diſcern 


the” diffe ions, and diſtingtiſh 
dod atid evil 00 be further that 
his G iticiple which is general 
US Ain ich the ſeveral powers 
we have Before mention'd reſide, is united 
to a body skilfully fofmd; . in conſequence 
ms, arile to our ex > ſenſations, 
appetites! ind paſſions. And as the n 
is capable of ih they ue ph the deſigns and 
ends r which they are plac'd in our frame, 
viz. to continue and ſecure our nature, 
Aud repaer ns Active, it clearly appears chat 
the power of 'Fefleionis given us to difect 


And conddet them in ſuch manner, as my 
beſt füt their being fir in our make 3-\and 


when they are thus manag'd, a true.plem 
ure on} from the exerci e of them : on 
he "con when they are difpropor- 
2 15 ſeit” de n When they {vel 
2 ; td become exorbitant'; as the order 
hings is hereby difturb4d;-1o the conſe- 
— are darkneſs, ſlavery, and-uneaſi- 
neſs of mind. From theſe conſiderations 
the e to Jelf's en Ar takes irs 


bod 
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Wizz we look bund as we find a 
Aae "of beings below us, Which are a- 
dapted to or — and fitted to ſupply 
wur Wants, ald impart delight; ſo'there are 
4 many 
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CR 
many of the ſame order and frame as out 
ſelves, poſſeſsd with like powers, and 
having the ſame claims in conſiſtence with 
the nature of things; to which we are all 
equally oblig d to attend. Hence ariſes an 

obligation to zuftice and equity, or in other 
words, to do to others as we wou d (con- 
ſiſtently with the reaſon of things) that 
they ſhow'd do to us in like circumſtances. 
We: remark farther. that there is naturally 
aſſtrong bent in us to ſociety, to which the 
preſent᷑ ſtate of things, and our own make 
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WEN man had corrupted his ways, and 
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2 were introduc d, it became 
fit and 


and neceſſary that coercive power ſhould 
be inſtituted to puniſh vices, Which have a 
malign influence on mankind; to ſecure hu- 
man rights, and bring about ſocial happi- 


neſs; and from hence ariſe many obligations 


agreeable to the different characters which 


are ſuſtained. Befides, when ſin enter'd in- 


to the world. diſtempers and pain, ſickneſs 
and death enſued; which make compaſſion 
and all ſuitable offices of goodneſs, to be 


fit and congruous to the preſent ſtate of 
things. that is, to be dutieg. Now when- 
ever a perſon. is ſteddily diſpos d to regard 
and practiſe according to theſe ohligatious, 
he then comes under the character of vir- 
5108) ; FHOMS, 


2 ( 1 5 
, and the dee e 
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br ape ſipyey FR beings which . 
5 e ſhall be reduc'd neceſſarily to ow] n 
4 Being that is eternal; and the traces of 
deſign, which clearly appear an the ſyſtem 
of things, eſpecially in ſuch of them as are 
incapable of I 2% intheir own nature, 
and yet conſtantly carry on ends, 
unavoidably lead us to apprehend that that 
eternal Being is wiſe, and powerful, and 
good, and the cauſe of our beaurifal and re- 
gular ſtructure. Hence ſpring up new obli- 
gations ariſing from the capacities of our 
mature, and the relation we ſtand into this 
Being. whom we call God; ſuch. as con- 
templation, love, reverence, praiſe, Prayer, 
imitation, patience, and obedience. 
And when theſe are practis d in the general 
<courſe of our lives, and the other before 
nam d complyid with, from a regard to him, 
who is che Author apr conſtitution of 
#hings, out of whic naturally reſult, 
nen I Bu 


Ax that goodueks, Which n to the 
Creation. ſhould move the firſt; canſe to 
reyeal his will to us in a Way different from 
the nature of things, as tis reaſonable to 
— that he will attend it with rl 
e 111 | r 2e 


le. 


table evidence; ſo it is fit that we entertain 
it, and yield to the influence that he de- 
ſigns it ſhould have upon us. And ſince, 
in the laſt age, he has ſent his Son to open 
to us with tie greateſt clearneſs and fulneſs, 
all the inſtanees of duty which ariſe from 
the nature of things, adopting them into 
the inſtitution of the Meſſiah ; and in order 


to induce our compliance, has given us in 


bim a perfect example, unveiłd the inviſible 
world, and brought life and immortality:to. 
light, aſſur'd us of the aſſiſtances of the 

Spirit, exhibited a perfect ſacrifice, and 
made us acquainted with an available inter- 


ceſſion tò end ourage our return, and wiſely 


1 that we ſhould ſerve him thro this 


glorious Mediator, to give the greater force 


to the Whole plan: ſince, I ſay, this is the 
preſent ſtare of things with regard to us, 
we cannot be religious as chriſtians without 
faith in this doctrine, and unleſs we are 
thereby effectually prevail'd with to deny all 


r and worldly luſte, and to live 
0 


erly, righteonſly, and godlily,' the grand 
aeſign of chriſtianity, and without which 
we can't attain the happineſs therein pro- 
mis'd, and by: which alone the grace of the 
goſpel becomes to us in effect the inſrument 
of God to ſalvation. I proceed now, 
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II. To ſhew you the fitneſs of repre- 
ſenting the whole of our duty by remem- 
bring our Creator, eſpecially if we conſi- 


der the connexion of the words with the 


preceding verſes. 2 FTA | 


Bu remembring our Creator we are to 
underſtand, not only a perſuaſion that there 
is a God, who is wiſe, and powerful, and 
good; the Author and Original of the world, 
and the various beings which are in it; bur 
a conſtant and fixt attention, and regard to 
him as ſuch, attended with a ſuitable prac- 
tice. While we thus conſider him as Crea- 
tor, we can't but look upon him as the 
fource, and cauſe of that conſtitution of 
things, out of which ariſe the dutys we 
before deſcrib d; and clearly ſee by the ca- 


ities he has communicated to us, that 


tis his pleaſure we ſhould. trace them our, 
and carefully conform to them, which, 
When we do, we commence religious. Be- 
ſides, in the word Creator is included a right 


to give us what laws he pleaſes, and that 


we are as his creatures oblig d to obſerve 
them, when they are diſcoyer'd, and made 
known to us. So that to remember ous 
Creator in the ſenſe of the wiſe man, is the 
ſame thing as to be religious in our 3 
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aud conduct, and conſequently religion is 


thereby figly, repreſented; Which will far- 
ther appeat, if we conſider the words in 

the connexion they ſtand into the preceding 
verſes. Solomon applys to the young 
man; RNejoice O young man in thy youth, 


and let thy heart chear thee: in the days of 


thy youth; and walk in the ways of thy 
heart, and in the ſight of thine eyes ; but 
know thou, that for all theſe things God 


will bring thee into judgment. 


a TRE 8 which creation or giving 
being implys, would lead us to apprehend, 
that the common Parent of all would not a- 


| bandon the workmanſhip of his hand; but 


that he wonld direct, and guide each part of 
it, and particularly concern himſelf about his 
reaſonable creatures, who are alone capable 
of proper government, and for whoſe ſake 
other beings are created; and that he would 
diſtinguiſh by his favour thoſe, who com- 


ply with the deſign of their make, from 


others who act the reverſe to it, in ſuch 
manner, as may be a ſufficient inforcement 
to his law; and ſince it does not appear to 


be the caſe in this life, it becomes highly 
_—_— that there will be a day of retri⸗ 


tion in another. Theſe things may with 


—_— 


* Chap. 11. 9. | 
C 2 great 


( 12) . 
eat appearance of probability be reaſonid 
| ; 07 1 of. God)? and the na- 
ture of things; but when a divine reve- 
lation expre 5 aſſerts a future judgment, 
and we are aſſur'd in ſo many words that for 
all theſe things God will bring us to an ac- 
count, and that God ſhall bring every work 
into Judgment, with every ſecret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil; 
and when in the goſpel life and immortality 
are brought to light, the affair to us becomes 
certain, and all doubts concerning it imme- 
diately vaniſh. This then makes it indiſ- 
putably clear, that remembring our. Crea- 
zor-is à fit way of deſcribing the whole of 
religion, when that remembrance : ſtands 
thus related to God as a judge, and ſo com- 
prehends in it his raking notice of our ac- 
tions, and his determination to bring us to 
a ſtrict account for them ; which is a power- 
ful motive at all times, and in every place, 
to a religious diſpoſition, and life, with up- 


rightneſs and 2 ee I come now to 
the third head, 


\ 


Mm THAT young perſons are - oblig to 
religion, and that the time of youth is the 
fitteſt and moſt proper, to engage in a reli. 
gious courſe of life, or which is the lame 

n to remember our Creatag. 
14. „8, S e WE 


ti 14 


(13) 


Wr are oblig'd to the practice of reli. 
gion as ſoon as our underſtandings open, 
and diſcover an actual capacity of diſtin- 
guiſhing good and evil (diſcerning the con- 
gruity of the one, and the unſuitableneſs 
of the other) and of apprehending, by an 
eaſy proof from the things which are ſeen, 
that there is a God, the firſt Cauſe, and 
Creator of all things, who expects that we 
ſhould act in a manner agreeable to our rea- 
ſonable nature, and the felation we ſtand in 
to other beings, ſo as to become eaſy and 
happy to ourſelves, and uſeful and bene- 
ficial to others. When this preciſely begins, 
tis not poſſible to determine. All perſons 
have not like abilities, nor the ſame advan- 
tages of early and wiſe inſtruction. Tis 
however plain, whenever ſuch religious ca- 
pacity ſprings up, religious obligation ariſes 
too, and in anſwerable proportion. 


Tux powers of the mind (as of the body) 
gain ſtrength by uſe, and attain a due force, 
and proper compaſs : whence reſults an obli- 
cation to cultivate and improve them. By ex- 
perience our apprehenſions become clearer, 
and we ſee with greater eaſe, and diſtinct- 
neſs, the duties which ariſe from the relation 
we ſtand in to God, and others, and the 

reaſons upon which their practice is founded. 
N And 


(14 * 18 

And FIERY not but every one will readily 
agree, thar ſuch a time is the fitteſt for the 
practice of religion, and attended with the 
greateſt advantages. Remember now thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth, while 
the evil days come not, nor the years draw 
»igh, when thou 2 I have I 
Jes in them. 


Tx HEN is the propereſt tame to ſet about 
any thing in good earneſt, and with the 
eateft application, when the powers are 
lively, and vigorous ; when the diffi- 
culties which are likely to ariſe to obſtruct 
the —_—_— of it, are feweſt, and moſt 
eaſily conquer d; when the performance 
will certainly, in ſeveral reſpects, be more 
perfect, and the ſarisfaction 'refilting from 
it greater. On all which accounts it will 
appear, that youth is the beſt time for en- 
e Fn lie 


Tux powers ers both of mind and body at 
that time are moſt /zvely and vigoroug; the 
conception clear, the imagination brisk, 
the memory ſtrong, the reſolution anima. 
el, 0 he executive powers in their full 

' Can there be any fitrer ſeaſon af. 
Fon'd for religious practice, and remem- 
bring our Creator, than when the faculties 
whereby we become capable thereof, Sy 

w 


2 


Is there the leaſt colour of 2 
the proper buſineſs of theſe a wel 
be put off and defer'd, till 


and which proceed Hrom gaiety of tem 


n 
bich are given us for very 
Loy in their bigheft and moſt 


25 


= 
guid and decay ; when they LED greatly 
unfit for it: [eſpecially if = conſider that 


the concerns of religion are ſo . | 
and neceſſary, thin our preſent —_ 
happineſs depends * _ Les 
THAT yourh is the fieeſt-rime for en» 
gaging in a religious courſe of life, farther 
ars from the conſideration, that the 
Gcaltier, which are likely to ariſe ta hin- 


der the practice of religion, are feweſt in 


that age, and moſt eaſily conquer d. It is 
true indeed, ſome difficulties there are which 
muſt be acknowledg di ta attend that age; 


high reliſh of the pleaſutes of ſenſe, and Jud- 


den rife of paſſions, pradueing t — 
tachment to ſenſible objects, cngr00 rear at 


neſs and want of attention, raſhneſs, 
impatience as well of advice as reſtraint; 


thoſe difficulties (generally ing) are 
in a greater or leſs degree, as the education 

en more or leis wife, and religious. 
The youth, whoſe: ——"—F has been 
2 with the bleſſing of God, meets 
with no difficulties in a religious. courſe, 


| 6160) 
in compariſon with thoſe, -who for a long 
tract of rime have engag d in a vicious life; 
and have contracted ſtrong and inveterate 
habits; the force of which is thus ſtrongly 
deſcrib d by the prophet : Can the Ethio- 
pian change hin skin, or the leopard his 
ots 2 then may they alſo do good that are 
arcuſtom d to do evi! A young and ten? 
der plant readily takes the ply, which he 
who tends it, thinks proper to give; and if 
by accident it becomes warp'd, and has 
receiv'd a wrong bent, by due and earl 
care tis eaſily reduc d; but if it be ſuffer'd 
to continue ſo a conſiderable time without 
ſuitable attendance, and grow old, it be- 
comes ſtubborn, and in flexible. 
Denen VEST THO $5! 46111 
' Tue" pratice of religion by perfons - 
who are young, and in their full vigor, is 
certainly in ſeveral reſpects more per eck. 
The gay ſcene of life, when regarded as 
the effect of divine bounty, in the age 
wherein tis moſt ſenſibly reliſh'd, muſt give 
iar ſpirit, .and remarkable vigor to the 
grateful tribute of praiſe, which is offer d 
up to ſo bounteous a Creator. When the 
youthful heart is greatly chear d by the va - 
riety of innocent pleaſures, which external 
objects are adapted to impart, and carefully 


* 


er. 13. 23. 


11 conſiders 


(09 
cConſiders that they all ſpring from a profu- 
ſion of goodneſs in the firſt Gate; the: — 
„ ants. 1 — 905 er (t 
which capaci es proportio- 
nably de 2 nal; eſpecially hen 
bhbeighten'd by a due feflection on tlie moſt 
amazing inſtance of divine: favour; che in- 
— ift of his only begotten Son, Wh⁰ 
dy d to Train for us x 7; enjoyment of laſt- 
hy and endleſs happineſs, : and;has expreſly 
commanded us to be: Perfecp, 4 Oy: ather 
who is in heaven it bft to be d. 
lowers of God as dear. children, and to 
walk in love, an Chriſt alſo hath' loued ur, 
and given himſelf far ut, an offering and ſa. 
eike, to Col for a ee 8 JEVERE f. 
LOOT ortet HD Ve 
WII I. not! the Adab off the: coli 
ous: youth be as lively and-yigorous, as 
pi is of the goodaels of God. hich 
excites it? And ſince in that ago: the im- 
preſſion; that divine favours make, is more 
etrating, will not the reſolution to act 
in every reſpect conformably to the will 
of ſo kind and beneficent a Being: be an. 
ſwerably ſprightly. and active? And if 
this be allow d. it plainly follows. th re- 
ligion is then beſt practis d, and: that the 
days of our youth are our beſt and choicel 
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Furs farcher appears, in a that the fatif* 
gar Jeaſare; which ariſe from a reli- 
fe, in that age prove ſtronger. | The 
. * — refalts from actions, 1 
ther em the agreeableneſs of the obj 
to the faculty, or of the ative 
pers in — — or from the beau⸗ 

Laſe and excellency of the actions. or 

tom the happy fruits which ariſe from them. 
And if all meet, and are eminently found 
in earlye piety and virtue, then the fatiſ- 
action, which ariſes from remembr ing. ous 
Creator in the days e * 
5 and rl 

es N. J 
8 UCH is the goodneſs of our D that | 
he has connected a ſenſe of pleaſure with that 
uſe .of dur powers, which is regular and a- 
— deſign; and when they are 

corduQedby clear views of an enlighten d 
_ „the eren mul 2 

a * to their 
vigor, Which will be Scher increas d 
by conſidering, that the oppoſition which 
he is to encounter with, is comparatively 
ſmall, and the difficulties (whatever | they 
are) in time will greatly abate and leſſen; 
chat there is all the reaſon in the world to 
expect the favour and ac 
of God, thro the great Redeemer, and 
n * ang 
* T religious 


639 
; ad s courſe, by the e divine aſſiſtance, 


and thro grace * n mae 
ward in a furure ſtate. art 


[ Z zich 4 


niably clear, that there are many ad ram 


tages "which attchd.. remhembring.. our, Crea; 
tor in the days of our youth, and, that hat 
is the fitteſt time to enter upon a, religious 

La: life. Arenen. Ane r yo 
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* © this diſcourle;. let ſuch Fu hav 
thecareof inſtructing . the 8 
and practice of religion, be 

take the method which is moſt — ond 
moſt agreeable to the reaſon of things. 
ligion is ended in reaſonable nature, 7 
conſiſts, in being ſteddily. N to not 
ways 'conſbrmgbly-. to NE ill of G 
whether it be Acer d by = * 
of things, or by revelation. And ſince 
our intellectual powers by low degrees 
open and enlarge, it becomes all ſuch (whole 
province is to teach) to follow nature, and 
inſtruct the young firſt in file things, 
which are moſt plain and obvious; as the 
mn Knee qiſtinction of, good 


and 


arg 

und hilt the convenietices and Sehne, 
niences which attend the one and the other, 
which may admit of illuſtrations ealy and 
ſuited to their age; and then b inuring them 
to obſerve the tneſſes of ching sone tõ a- 
ri6ther, the ſun to give light, Aacche eye 
to receiye pleaſures ariſing from it, the earth 
pre m fruits: and the fruits theres” to 


eve man and beat, and the Ike; and 
y remarking 'to'them-” that theſe have no 
conſciouſneſs of their own ſubſerviency to 
the Perfe etion of the whole, to lead them 
te the *xcknowledgient* of a firſt, - wile, 
powerful, and good , Who is the 
Creator and Governor of all things, whoſe 
5 N they- ſh6uld endeayour to know; in 
to comply with it; and whoſe favour 
they on ipht to be deſtrots of obtaining 
all proper methods. 'By Yropet methods. 

fay, fit ce they will 600 Feet to Fog 
oiit titty Ha eb "aki introduce What is 
inciful* if their religion. Unleſs) carefully 
guarded, and Frequently tauglit that n- 
thing is ro be lock d upon as truly religious, 
and acceptable to God; but what is tecom- 
mended by him either in the nature and reaſon 
of things; or in his revelation; and that eve- 
ry thing is to der regarded in che ſame views, 
order; and importance wherein be repreſents 
it. Aſterwards as the underſtanding comes 
to be * the ne of revelation,” par- 
XI » + 5 | 55 & s Fans FRO 
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_ ticularly of the chriſtian doctrine, ſhauld 
largely and fully be open' d. and the wiſdom 
of the whole plan diſcover d. the conſiſtence 
of each part with the perfections of God, 
and its fuitableneſs to carry on its deſigu, 
ſhould be repreſented. as it is clearly 9 
by the apoſtle Paul, and ſtrongly urg d by 
the moſt powerful motive: For the grace of 
that bringeth ſalvat ion, hath ap- 
peur d to all nen, Gentiles and Jews, 
teaching ur, that denying ungodlineſs and 
uorldhy tufts, ais ſhould. lroe ſoberly, righ 
Feouſly, and godlily in this preſent world, 
looking for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious 
arimg of the great God, and our. Saviour 
Tat Cher to gave himſelf. for us, that 
Le mige redeemins from. all. imquity, . and 
purify: to himſelf} a. peculiar. people, zea- 
dons. of good worse. Theſe things ſpeak 


2. FROM this argument give me leave 
to recommend to you a religious courſe of 
life. To be religious, and remember our 
Creator, is the ſame thing; and when Solo- 
mon exhorts to the one, he is ſuppos d to 
recommend the other. Tis therefore the 
proper improyement of the text to preſs 
you to engage ſincerely and conſtantly in a 


rr rr We 
* Tit, 2. 11, 12, 13, 14. 
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religious conrſe;/ and to make continual: 1 
vances in it. To this purpoſe conſider, that 
vou are indebted to God for your being, and 
the confiniiznce of — — — good yo 
etijo ; all ĩs it not ttuous and 
A eſul to ow; in whom you live 
And move, and otti whoſe Kind hand your 
wants afè ſiipply'd, and whoſe wile 
neſs has ſuited che external objects to your 
— wers. from whence ve ſult — 
8. which (chro 5 l 
Y dave ſo nba 


v „At Frcberbe wems dises gn 
_mamientee), to-yor 7 —. that 
t be capable of religton, and actual- 
— in the — and can there 
any thing mare monſtrous, than decker 
the intention of our kind Creator, in im 

ing to us intelli * natures, as far as lies in 
the ce df Gr power? Is ir not the 
dignity of our make, that we are fitted for 
the fervice of God, and capable of reſem⸗- 
Ar ? And the moe nble and en- 
cellent Aye is, the more criminal and 
vile it is, int general eſteem of mankind, 
eto Aebaſe àtid Abuſt ir. Oln to how mean 
and abject ae 2 the mind. e 
ih fubjected ! . 


* 
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ons farther, has he not as thy 
Creator a right to give thee laws? And ſince 
in a moſt perfect and bappy Being, goodneſs 
alone. could be the motive to create or im: 
part exiſtence, art thou not by this reflect 
tion ſecure, beyond the poſſihility of doubt 
ing. that his laws muſt bedeſign'd, ſuitably to 
the preſent circumſtances of things, to make 
happy? Wil thon not therefore, hen 
thou diſregardeſt them, be found. aQing 
cruelly to thyſelf, as well as ungrasefull 
and rebelliouſſy toward thy great Creator, 
and conſtant Bene factor? Has not the 
Maker of all things in much goodneſs con- 
criv d, that the ſteddy. and conſtant practier 
of [thoſe laws, Which ariſe out of the ftame 
of, things, and ſo are of eternal obligation. 
and which are the moſt eſſential part of a 
religious life, for bringing us to which all 
other diſcoveries of his pleaſure are de- 
ſigu d; has he not, I ſay, order d it in wile 
podaeſs, that compliance with them ſhould 

he attended with the real perfection, pra- 
por happineſs, and true freedom of O na- 
ture. and that the contrary to theſe ſhould 
teſult from the neglect and violation of 
them? Has he not hereby clearly diſco- 
ver d his will, and enforc'd our compliance ? 


And when we are ſenſible that what we are 
thus ſteddily diſpos d to act, is agrecable 


$54 


8 „ > 5 
do the mind of our kind Creator, have we 
not this further ſatis faction (beſides that 
which ariſes from the ſettled courſe f 
| things) that we are ſecure of the divine 
favout and approbation, and: that if he does 
not think fit to diſtinguiſn us in the preſemm 
_ tf; hewillproportionably: in a future ? If 
then religion is but a becoming tribute of 
titude to God our common Parent; if 
dhe practice of it is the intention of the 
Firſt Cauſe in giving us reaſonable powers; 
if che capacity of ales in it is the pro- 
2 peculiar excellence of our nature; 
and rightful Sovereign hass - 
e d ineſs preat- 
hd upon it, have we not the moſt 
[ot a ps Fargo a 
| orous pro of a lous' dif- | 
— E 


4 % 
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App to all gte cho tho: My one 
who neglects religion, which is the proper 
buſineſs of reaſonable . = wilt be = 
found at laſt without excuſe ; yet ſach as : 
are favour d with the moſt > & reyelation | 
of tlie divine will (as c ; undoubted- 
te Are wer will be render'd entirely inexcuſa- 
ave we not the greateſt encourage- | 
s, and ſtrongeſt arguments to 4 reli- 
| s life, ſet re us in the doctrine of 
Sur Savior Are not all the inſtances: of 
our 


"7 duct, have we not the brighteſt and mol 
1 3 imicare; withour: the — 


5 7 ballen ſtare, 228 
way of pardon 
 redempt par ir ic 


we e 
| 1 and 


aud heaity 


ceeſs in our honeſt; 


3 
our duty, andthe went fromarhich i as: 


L to be activ de ene i diftorerd# 
And leſt we ſhould miſtake ini the 


applica*. 
tion ef the fules given us ts ebe e | 


unſpotted pattern, which may conſtant 


ger of being miſled ?." Has not the g 
pel confiilted? + by ex 0 1 our 2 


. — 7 Are we —— 
perſeverance ina. 

teligious courſe, when we are aſſur d in this 
inſtitütten; that every ſlip or failure does 
not put * dur of the divine: favour and ac- 
ceptance land that ho fim will make uur 

condition deſperate, unleſs we are reloby'd 
to Continue id the practiceiof it, and ο⁹6 
undo it (as fur as is poſſible). by a ſinbete 
repentance i We are indeed in a 
ſtate of great difficulty and 


temptation, but 
have we not che higheſtreaſon rs yore 
> iis of a — 


the means 


r and lie. aby all 


; 2 esche Sal. — 
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Spirit and in a. due 
niety of trials which attend us in this liſe ? 
Audis there not theigreateſt vigor given to 
ſuah a purtuit, by the clear views chat the 
dctuine of our Saviour opens to 2s minds, 
onthe one hand, of E wrath,of Cod A 


Saint all un 

old ue truth munrighteouſ- 
7 amy on the other, of ej 55 
ee, wo by en cuntinuauce in 


t Does not the chen reli- 
eco. that he (God) bath 


ny en in the which he vill judge 


er nnorkd-m\ righteouſneſs! ty the. man 
whom: he: bath ur dun d; whereaf he, hath 
Sen ofſnrance, i that he hath naind him 
9 No ſhall we chriſtians, 
who have ſo „ peculiat advan- 
tages for the practice of religion}, neglect to 

; wald in rhei pubs of real piety 
C's | How fball. e. OF 
which fares! . | 
_ Ac i nts rl & 466.9 75 


2 r 0 gi the more earneft prin £0 
ther 
ner ur had det thew {0p 1b. bas 138 


2 Amer ar ne n TOY oY 
ee Chaut0rs. * 
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on to the va- 8 


ee and unrighteouſneſs of 


and virtue? 


dich wwe haut faard. Jo: 166 


bl 


vicious habits are ſoon contracted, and aue 


AT) 
45912 erhob yd and bus 2. 

3. Trient recommendscarly piety 
and virtue. Remember thy-Creatos in the 
days of thy youth, in thy beſt and choiceſt 
days. To this ſe conſider how difin- 
| vr = — wow cat. 
| cations the beft.of thy ard 
defer the ſervice of thy: 1 — 
till thy ſtrength abates, and the vigor and 
ſprightlineſs of thy powers leſſen. Is not 


| 


ab 
. 


ther be done, if we would not be 
py; and can we attempt ix at any time with 


equal advantage, as in the time of our 
youth,” when not only our powers arc 
moſt lively, but when we are from a 


wrong byaſs, and lie moſt open to the im- 
preſſton of religious principles; and of the 


motives, by which che practice that is ſui- 
table to ſuch principles, is recommended 
and preſ&d'? Seriouſly reflect chat ill and 


ply rooted in proportion to the lengrh 
of hs time, whe they have been ſet- 
tling in us: and if theſe are to be maſtexr'd 
by us (as undoubtedly they muſt, or we 
ſhall certainly be undone) carefully confi- 
der what labour and toil, ſorrow and unea- 


ſineſs, difficulty and le a 
rily attend the effectual unravelling of then: 
and inaſmuch as they are fix d by frequent 
18 E 2 acts, 


religion an affair that muſt ſome time or o- 


As 9 N N apa Es * os , 5 - " ** fb 4 * OT * + 22 222 e 7 * " 
- - * - o \ | hs nd 
ds 8 e 
: l 
F ; = 
\ . ; \ 
} 


* acts, and oſten 1 a confiderable-reiet of 


time, they are not to be cradicated all at 
once; the force of them will frequently 
_ metro and 2 relapſe, and a defeat 
of teſolutions ſeemingl) ſtrong; and the 
conſequence of ſuch 0 e is; that the caſe 
becomes more h the objects which 
3 — the bad habirs,- —— to 
| — an eagernchs,' nigh ar to the 
tience of the former 
3 — by the habits gain deeper 
toat, and the — 'which-ſhoutd: excite 
the: reſolution againſt them, loſe their in- 
fluence: And ſo the perſon is 
likely: to go on till the evil days come, 
when he- ſhall: be too much enſeebled to 
reliſn even his vices, and conſequently by 
far too weak in conquer his propenſities to 
them, and attain —— iſpoſirions, | 
nmleſs the divine mould work a mi- 
racle in e and this he has no rea- 
Jen to who has wilfully delay d 
remembrin him till his faculties are — 
and he has hardly any memory left, in 
_—_— to he clear conviction of his 
» and the great aſſiſtanges of co at- 
| d kim. SHG Init 
inn ben word lien be god ing 
. Pur if we ſuppoſe e the cale,tiot to be fo 
Had. and that chere is no ſuch relapſe, yer, 
e ach habits gf yice are con- 


trac cted | 


N (29) 
ge (6 tereſt bs iro. 
the, delay; gf engaging in a rf courk 
Fuch inequace 9 ured chew A 1 4 
piety and irtue, as Will greatly, weaken 
| Their hopes, ud been their © Aue on af 
e ke EI % eee R Jr 2 wr 
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8 checontrary; when a reli us lik 
enter d upon in che dawn of yourh, the lirtle 
. 


1 2 of Lolo ing out to wy 6 (ro 
hes of the diyine Spirit) and f ſuch attain 
n than 1 1 75 in perſorming 
3 on ſo wth leſs. reluQance. and 
more facility, but in the; beſk and ol oſt; a-— 
greeable —.— 5 * ke of * 
which, they adorn religion, and — 
recommend it to others with oft ad. 
pyantage. And ſince the .highe! ne is 


Hane! to Gog and religing by much, . 


Hippy, in thinſtves, and bebe 
ers, Which: caünct bat de 3. 
f 2 [ 1 it hot rea. 
pprehe "they Will fit 


er r . 
eat a rt will her 
aer d to e i times * and af - 
fiction, auch e I hielt laſt and dyi 
inutes, When the? 6 
el -antfthe ffrtnteſs, as we a8 | 
* AR of dry Ads, chro rbe fl. 
fice and interceſſion of Crit wiltafford = 
he bett, and 0e rials? Be 
e , but are lile the chaff 
thewnd gr iverh away "Por the Lord 


"EpowetÞ the 27 F the ig diebus; bur the 
2 4 full pe 5 Wilt 


u not then, 0 dung man, be inducd 
F andthe hike coiiderttions, 0 re 
ve ſmmedlately, and without: putting it 


off ore by rg er, to engage in a religious 
. courſe” 'of tif wirhour-\ eaying” it another 
not bit ſud- 


ed death may deprive thee 
| ty, 7 And chat füch a reſo- 
y be the better condadted, T wall 
5 © he e o te Krectibus 
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"quent retirement, to u our make, 
he relation you ſtand in to God, E. o- 
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and wiſdom of * | * — 
zuiſn Well between the meant and the 


#4 of religion, and guard againſt extremes, 


that while gh have always in your view 
the end, you may not neglect che uſe of 
ede eee, N hich muſt be Wiſe, that is, fit- 

c. fince they ate recommended 
by our Creator ;" and while you Po 


ted to the e 
ol. 


On 


the means, you may not = Fes 
on TY bens: 1 7 


-Kecusto our: elf to 9 re. 
views of your your and behayiour, 


that guilt 25 not lie long upon you un- 
— and without .repentin — of. it. 


you fit out any ſin you are in moſt dan- 
er of, by proper arguments drawn from 
ipture, or rather by paſſages of ſcripture 
— which are ſuited to the caſe, 
ur to conquer and overcome t. 


Us Ghequite and feryent prayer to o God, 
theo our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that he. would 
impart * the conſtant aids of his Spirit, 


the promite of which, your experience will 
ſoon teach _=_ is a . W 


of nder 


To conclude, ſet before your minds che 
examples of ſuch, who not only are reli- 
gious, but by reaſon of their relation to us, 
afid our affection to them, are mot likely 
to influence. Here give me leave to ſay 


ſomething of the character of our * | 
— 1 


Tus care his tender parents took ©» 
form his mind to buſineſs and religion, 
pily ſucceeded. The | he had 


(14) 
of religious and his — 
to act agreeably, W affembly are 
well acquainted with. And he was enabled 
to execute his reſolutiom fo well, as to ex- 


cel moſt vf thercligivus at his.* age which 
d by his friends; without the 


be expreſs 
Riza of” 8 He took care, by read 
ing p books; to attain a due co — 
and attention uf mind; and with 
ſertted;” by the beſt writers, juſt appr — 
ſions of the being and 7 — of God, 
of the diſtinction of mind and botiy, of 
a po ſtate, and the truth 2 the N 
Ty He always exprets'dia e 
2 deſire to gait 
irs true antÞ geimiine ſenſe, which 2 
ſii'd:with as much appli as the huſi- 
nels:whercin he was engag di and in which 
he was always diligent, would àdmt: He 
made the knowledge he had attain'd ſub- 
ſervient to ice, and was thorowly con- 
vino d, that the furmer would not be availa- 
ble to out happitels, unleſs it influenc d 
_ thi latter. His devotion to God was join'd 
withca careful practice of his. to o- 
chers. He was remarkably obedient. to bis 
parents, and ready to do all kind offices 
to his relatives and friends. His behaviour 
was nuten. and is manner M7; ; 
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ut I muſt correct myſelf: He Was 25 eg 
for the world of happy ſeparate Spirits 


AND now, leſt our grief ſhould ſwell 
too high and become immoderate, conſider, 
is not God the Creator, and conſequently 
to be the 
Diſpoſer, of all things ? Shall not we pa- 
tiently and ſubmiſſively leave him to go- 


vern his own world, and diſpoſe (as he 


thinks fit) of his own creatures? Are 
not all the bleſſings we enjoy from him ? 
And if he takes back any, ſhall we offend 
him by exceſſive Torrow 7” Has he" fit 
left us many others, which he alſo may 
remove from us, if we diſpleaſe him by an 
unſuitable 8 ? Have we not all 
ed 


, and 


future hap EE — we as * pro- 


feſs to make our main deſign? If he has 


firſt reach'd the prize, let us aſl! Wage 0 our 


grief for him, and endeavour” by this af- 


flictive providence to grow up to a grea- 
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ms St Nie 
re * gi " * at - 4 » # — ” * 3 wt 

"81 * v 
+44 FA #F 4 4 2 . 4 % # ba n 


«OY Ta (4 = 3 
2244 406 hz 4 (4 iid 4 


. 1 * — 2 og * o \ » & WI d 

* 4 "0 208 \ 
\ C We ES. 

Lad ws RS & #ik Ck 


7 
, * 7 *. #5 
* ; CAiiS Y 
. * T” 
bk « : 
* +4 ? * E - , » 5 


— 
7 
” 
— 
5 
- 
* 
” 
. 


E 

— 

— 

2 — 4 v0 ' rr ® Fr "7 3 
nl neee X02 nnn, 132 2085 
0 | 


: p a ga T 
, EDO — LL ———, ww. 
2 = 
7 


SEkRMox on Me each of 
tt eee "Mr: J. Hunt. 2 d. . * 


f Fopery, bythe late Reverend Mr, Ns 
- Bork Sold by 8, Billing fey ae Fade Hed ti cl 
by 34 E 87 $15 W. 12 5 ö . gone 10 


